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New Zealand By Chihiro Yoshimatsu

What would I say if someone asked me, “How do you describe New Zealand?” I would definitely



say, It is a 'kiwi' country!” The reason why I say this is very simple: there were heeps of kiwi
birds and people there called themselves 'kiwi.’ I had never visited New Zealand, or any other
country on Southern hemisphere, so [ was very excited but little bit worried also. But nothing
is more important than being positive, so I just did what I could do instead, like packing my
clothes, souvenirs for my host family, lots of homework from middle school because otherwise
I was never be able to finish, not a half of it, and some other things.

The trip to New Zealand was much harder than what I had expected, though my friends and |
were so excited that we didn't really think it was tiring. But New Zealand was much more
wonderful than what I had expected, so that makes it equal... In fact, it is more than equal’

I couldn’t believe that New Zealand was an island at first because of the tremendous amount
of mountains and splendid landscape. | am sure that it was something to be surprised and |
really was surprised, but there were so many other things which are more surprising than that.
It was so cold there! I've never experienced winter in August, since I had always lived on
northern hemisphere so it was so strange and at the same time, very fresh to me.

Meeting with my host family was also full of excitement. My host mother, Gwen, was so
generous and cheerful and I spent most of the time with her while staying. All the other
members of the family were also great people. I really like them. They had a cat with long and
fuzzy hair called Gingy, and a black dog called Stanley. I learned so much about New Zealand
culture from host family, such as kiwi take a bath in a short time due to the water limitation. It
was hard listening to New Zealand English, but I really like it. I learned New Zealand culture not
only from my host family, but also from my teacher and students at John Paul College.

As I learn the culture of the country, I started to feel learning was fun! I don’t like studying, but
I believe learning is different from studying. I believe studying is what you do at class, and
learning is knowing something you are interested in and you want to find out.

There were so much to remember and I think I learned many things. I wished I could stay
longer.

Please visit New Zealand some day. I guarantee that you will be filled with marvelous

memories.
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